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Research Paper Rubric          Reference Number:__________________                                                                   Referee Name/ID: ___________________     
Category 5 points / Tick 4 points / Tick 3 points / Tick 2 points / Tick Score 

Introduction 
 
 

 Strong introduction of topic’s key 
question(s) and terms. 

 Conveys topic and key 
question(s) 

 Convey topic but not key 
question(s)  

 Does not adequately convey 
topic 

 

 Clearly delineates subtopics to be 
reviewed. 

 Delineates subtopics to be 
reviewed. 

 Describe subtopics to be reviewed  Does not describe subtopics to 
be reviewed. 

 

 Specific research statement  General research statement  Lacks adequate research statement  No research statement  
Literature 
Review 
Score: ____  

 Extensive coverage of relevant 
literature 

 Coverage of some relevant 
literature  

 Coverage of irrelevant literature  No coverage of literature  

Content  
 
 
 
 

 Paper reflects a sophisticated 
understanding of the chosen topic 

 Paper reflects a clear 
understanding of the chosen 
topic 

 Paper reflects an adequate 
understanding of the chosen topic 

 Paper reflects little 
understanding of the chosen 
topic 

 

 Significance of evidence is clearly 
explained 

 Significance of evidence is 
usually explained 

 Significance of evidence is 
sometimes explained. 

 Connection of evidence to the 
research paper is frequently 
unclear 

 

 Clear, accurate evidence consistently 
relates to the research paper 

 Sources of varying types have 
been cited and usually in a 
balanced manner 

 Sources have been cited but not in 
a balanced manner 

 One source is primarily used 
for citations  

 

 The writing is compelling. It hooks 
the reader and sustains interest 
throughout 

 The writing is generally 
engaging, but has some dry 
spots. In general, it is focused 
and keeps the reader’s attention. 

 The writing is dull and unengaging. 
Though the paper has some 
interesting parts, the reader finds it 
difficult to maintain interest. 

 The reader quickly loses 
interest and stops reading. 

 

Organization 
 
 
 

 Method of organization is not only 
clear, but also well suited to the 
topic 

 Method of organization suits 
the topic  

 A method of organization suitable 
for the topic is not consistently 
used  

 A method of organization is 
not evident  

 

 Consistently used transition to 
create unity within and between 
paragraphs  

 Frequently used transitions to 
create unity within and 
between paragraphs  

 Transitions between paragraphs 
are frequently missing 

 Transitions between 
paragraphs are missing  

 

Format  
 
 

 Mechanical errors may be present, 
but are rare. They in no way detract 
from the overall effectiveness of the 
writing  

 Few mechanical errors are 
present. They may distract 
slightly from the overall 
effectiveness of writing 

 Mechanical errors are occasional 
and/r are sometimes intrusive 

 Mechanical errors disrupt the 
flow of the text 

 

Conclusion 
 
 

 Conclusion is engaging and restates 
the paper’s statement  

 Conclusion restates the paper’s 
statement  

 Conclusion does not adequately 
restates the paper’s statement  

 Incomplete and/or unfocused 
conclusion   

 

 Insightful discussion of impact of 
the researched material on topic 

 Discusses impact of researched 
material on topic 

 Does not adequately discusses 
impact of researched material on 
topic 

 Does not discuss the impact 
of researched material on 
topic 

 

 Insightful discussion of future work  Discusses future work  Does not adequately discusses 
future work 

 Does not discuss future work  

 Conclusion shows clear evidence of 
personal learning 

 Conclusion shows evidence of 
personal learning

 Conclusion shows little evidence 
of personal learning

 Conclusion shows no 
evidence of personal learning 

 

Citations 
 
 
 

 The citations show evidence of an 
in-depth review of sources and rich 
selection of accurate, credible and 
appropriate information 

 The citations show evidence of 
selection of accurate, credible 
and appropriate information 

 The citations show partial 
evidence of selection of accurate, 
credible and appropriate 
information 

 The citations show limited or 
no evidence of selection of 
accurate, credible and 
appropriate information 

 



Category 5 points / Tick 4 points / Tick 3 points / Tick 2 points / Tick Score 
 Citation reveals clear 

understanding of bias and its 
implications 

 Citation reveals understanding 
of bias and its implications 

 Citation inadequately reveals 
understanding of bias and its 
implications 

 Citation dose not reveals 
understanding of bias and its 
implications 

 

 All cited works, both text and 
visuals, are done in a consistent 
format with no errors 

 Cited works, both text and 
visual, have consistent format 
with errors 

 Some cited works, both text and 
visual, have inconsistent format 
with no errors 

 Some cited works, both text 
and visual, have inconsistent 
format with errors 

 

Suitability 
 
 
 

 Paper is highly suitable for its 
academic level (PhD, Master, 
Bachelor). In PhD level this must 
include originality 
(This scores 10 points) 

 Paper is suitable for its 
academic level (PhD, Master, 
Bachelor). In PhD level this 
must include originality 
(This scores 8 points)

 Paper is partially suitable for its 
academic level (PhD, Master, 
Bachelor). In PhD level this must 
include originality 
(This scores 5 points)

 Paper is totally not suitable 
for its academic level (PhD, 
Master, Bachelor). 
 
(This scores 0 points)

 

Total      
 

 

 

 

 

 



Presentation Rubric          Referee Name/ID: ___________________         Student Name/ID:________________________  
Category 5 points / Tick 4 points / Tick 3 points / Tick 2 points / Tick

Language use and 
delivery  
 
Student communicates 
ideas effectively 
 
Score: ____  

 Effectively uses eye contact  Maintain eye contact  Partial eye contact   Uses eye contact ineffectively 
 Speaks clearly, effectively and 

confidently using suitable volume 
and pace. 

 Speaks clearly and uses suitable 
volume and pace. 

 Speaks clearly and unclearly in 
different positions 

 Fails to speak clearly and audibly 
and uses unsuitable pace. 

 Fully engages the audience  Take steps to engages the 
audience 

 Occasionally engages the 
audience 

 Does not engages audience 

 Dresses appropriately for the 
occasion 

 Dresses appropriately  Dresses inappropriately  Dresses inappropriately for the 
occasion 

 Selects rich and varied words  Selects appropriate words  Selects inappropriate words  Selects inappropriate words 
Organization and 
preparation  
 
The student exhibits 
logical organization 
 
 
Score: ____  

 Introduces topic clearly and 
creatively 

 Introduces the topic clearly   Introduces the topic  Does not clearly introduces the 
topic 

 Maintains clear focus on topic  Maintains focus on the topic  Somewhat maintains focus on 
the topic 

 Does not maintains focus on the 
topic 

 Effectively includes smooth 
transitions to connect key points 

 Includes transitions to connect 
key points 

 Includes some transitions to 
connect key points 

 Uses ineffective transitions that 
rarely connect points 

 Ends with logical, effective and 
relevant conclusions 

 Ends with coherent conclusion 
based on evidence 

 Ends with a conclusion based 
on evidence 

 Ends without a conclusions 

 Finished within 30 seconds (0:30) 
of required time 

 Finished 31-60 (0:31 - 1:00) 
too short or too long from 
required time 

 Finished 61-90 (1:01 – 1:30) 
seconds too short or too long 
from required time 

 Finished too short or too long 
from required time by 91 seconds 
or more (1:31 or more) 

Content  
 
The student explains 
the process and 
findings of the project 
and the resulting 
learning 
 
 
Score: ____  

 Clearly defines the topic and its 
significance 

 Clearly defines the topic  Defines the topic or thesis  Does not clearly defines the topic 
or thesis 

 Supports the topic and key findings 
with an analysis or relevant and 
accurate evidence 

 Supports the topic and key 
findings with evidence 

 Supports  topic with evidence  Does not supports the topic with 
evidence 

 Provides evidence of extensive and 
valid research with multiple and 
varied sources 

 Present evidence of valid 
research with multiple sources 

 Present evidence of research 
with sources 

 Present little or no evidence of 
valid research  

 Speaker clearly knew topic   Speaker generally knew topic  Speaker knew topic some of the 
time  

 Speaker does not seem to know 
topic  

 Combine and evaluate existing ideas 
to form new insights 

 Combine existing ideas to form 
new insights 

 Combine existing ideas  Show little evidence of the 
combination of ideas 

PowerPoint & 
Visuals  
(AUDIO/ VISUAL)  
 
 
Score: ____  

 Font choice and size very clear and 
easy to read 

 Font choice and size clear and 
easy to read  

 Font choice and size somewhat 
clear and easy to read  

 Font choice and size not very 
clear nor easy to read  

 Contains only relevant information, 
not entire sentences  

 Contains most of information 
needed to make the point  

 Contains some of information 
needed to make the point 

 Contains very little of information 
needed to make the point  

 Did not read from the A/V most of 
the time  

 Reads from the A/V part of 
the time  

 Read from the A/V most of the  
time 

 Read from the A/V throughout the 
entire speech 

 Font and background colors very 
appropriate 

 Font and background colors 
appropriate for most part 

 Font and background colors 
somewhat appropriate 

 Font and background colors were 
not very appropriate 

Q & A  
 
 
Score: ____  

 Demonstrates extensive knowledge 
of the topic by responding 
confidently, precisely and 
appropriately to all audience 
questions and feedback 

 Demonstrates knowledge of 
the topic by responding 
accurately and appropriately to 
questions and feedback 

 Demonstrates some knowledge 
of the topic by responding 
accurately and appropriately to 
questions and feedback 

 Demonstrates incomplete 
knowledge of the topic by 
responding inaccurately and 
appropriately to questions and 
feedback 

Total     



Poster Rubric 
 

Trait 4 3 2 1 Score 
Title & main idea 
 
 

Title can be read from 2 m 
away and describes the main 
idea in a creative way. 

Title can be read from 2 m 
away and describes content 
well. 

Title can be read from Less 
than 2 m away and describes 
the content well. 

Title is too small and/or 
does not describe the 
content of the poster well. 

 

Details from Research 
 
 
 
 
 

Poster includes all important 
details from research and has 
clear labels, phrases, or 
descriptions. Poster gives 
others a thorough 
understanding of topic. 

Poster includes most details 
from research and has a clear 
labels or phrases.  Poster 
gives others a solid 
understanding of topic 
researched. 

Poster includes some details 
from research but not clearly 
labelled or described.  Poster 
gives others a general 
understanding of topic 
researched. 

Poster includes scattered 
details from research, 
unlabeled OR labels are 
too small to view.  

 

Attractiveness & 
Visual Appeal 
 
 
 

The poster is exceptionally 
attractive in terms of design, 
layout, and neatness. The 
poster has excellent visual 
appeal, shows Creativity 

The poster is attractive in 
terms of design, layout, and 
neatness. The poster has 
good visual appeal and some 
creativity. 

The poster is acceptably 
attractive although it may be a 
bit messy. The poster has 
adequate visual appeal with 
limited creativity. 

The poster is distractingly 
messy or very poorly 
designed. It is not 
attractive. The poster is 
not visually appealing nor 
creative.

 

Readability 
 
 
 

The contents are easily 
readable from 2 m away. All 
graphics are in focus. 

The contents are readable 
from 
2 m away. Most graphics are 
in focus. 

Some portions of the poster 
are not readable from 
2 m away. Some graphics 
are not in focus 

Poster is difficult to read 
from 2m away. Many 
graphics are not clear or 
are too small. 

 

Relevance of Graphics 
(figures and tables) 
 
 

Excellent use of graphics to 
enhance the information. All 
graphics are related to the topic 
and make it easier to 
understand.   

Good use of graphics to 
convey information. All 
graphics are related to the 
topic and most make it easier 
to understand.  

Some use of graphics to 
convey information. Some 
graphics relate to the topic.  

Little use of 
graphics  to convey 
information  OR graphics 
do not relate to the topic. 
 

 

Originality of Graphics 
(figures and tables) 
 
 
 
 

All of the graphics used on the 
poster reflect an exceptional 
degree of student creativity in 
their creation and/or display. All 
borrowed graphics have a 
source citation. 

Most of the graphics used on 
the poster reflect student 
creativity in their creation 
and/or display. All borrowed 
graphics have a source 
citation. 

The graphics are made by the 
student, but are based on the 
designs or ideas of others. 
Most borrowed graphics have 
a source citation. 

No graphics made by the 
student are included OR 
several borrowed graphics 
do not have a source 
citation. 

 

Grammar, 
capitalization and 
punctuation 
 
 
 

Capitalization and punctuation 
are correct throughout the 
poster. There are no 
grammatical mistakes on the 
poster. 

There are very few 
grammatical mistakes, 
capitalization or punctuation 
errors on the poster. 
 

There are some grammatical 
mistakes, capitalization or 
punctuation errors on the 
poster. 

There are many 
grammatical mistakes, 
capitalization or 
punctuation errors on the 
poster. 

 

Student’s 
Presentation 
 
 
 

Student can accurately answer 
all questions related to facts in 
the poster and processes used 
to create the 
poster. 

Student can accurately answer 
most questions related to facts 
in the poster and processes 
used to create the poster. 

Student can accurately 
answer about 75% of 
questions related to facts in 
the poster and 
processes used to create the 
poster. 

Student appears to 
have insufficient 
knowledge about the facts 
or processes 
used in the poster. 
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